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BAPTISM

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES
1 Why you should be baptized?

Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded it.

Jasa@retothanand said, “ All autharity in heaven and an earth hasben gventone
Thedaegand mekedsipesd dl natians begtizingthemin thenamed theFather
and o theSm and df theH dy Sirit, and teacingthemto dogy enthingl have
anmendad yau. And ardy | amwith yau aweys tothevery ed o theage”
(Matthew 28:18-20)

The New Testament Church practiced it.

These who ageptad his message ware betized, and abaut three thausand were addad to
ther nuber thet day. (Acts 2:41)

The Apostles taught it.

Or da't yau knowthat dl o uswhowarebeptized into Chrigt Jeuswearebeptized into
his desth? Wewaethedaehuried with imthraugh beptigmintodesth in arder thet,
jut as Chrig wesraisal franthedead thrauch theday o theFathe, wetconay livea
newlife (Romans 6:3-5)

It demongtratesthat you redly do believe and obey the Lord.
... many d theCainthianswho heard him beliesesl and werebeptizedl. (Acts 18:9)
Weknowthat wehaveametoknovHimif wedoey Hiscammends (1 John 2:3)
2. What does baptism illustrate?

We identify with Chrigt’s death and resurrection.

Going into the water symbolizes identity with the death and burid of Chrigt.
Coming up out of the water symbolizes identification with Chrig’s
resurrection. (See Romans 6:3-5 above)

Fa when yau were beptized, you weare buried with Chrig, and in begtian you were do
raisal with Chrig. (Colossans 2:12)

We have become new people through fath in Chrigt.

Thadae if ayaeisin Chrig, heisa nevaegtian; thedd hesgre thenavhesare (2
Corinthians 5:17)



3. Who should be baptized?

Every person who hastrusted Chrigt for salvetion should be baptized as hisor her
“first step” of obedience asafollower of Jesus Chrigt.

Thesewho acpted his messagewarebeptized, and abaut threethausand wereaddad to
ther nube that day. (Acts 2:41)

Siron himesf bdievel and vesbeptizet ... (Acts 8:13)

What about children? There isno biblica bassfor baptizing infants. In every
recorded ingance in scripture, those who were baptized were old enough to have
persond faith in Jesus Chrigt.

With children, we wait until they are old enough to believe and understand for
themsdlves the true meaning of baptism. Thismay vary from child to child so we
don't have apre-determined age. Parents are encouraged to discuss thiswith the
dders

They (Pau and Sileg redied, “ Bdierin thel ad Jes and yau will bessva—yau and
yar hashdd” ... thenimredatdy heand all hisfamily weebegtize. . . hevesfilled
with joy beausehehed aareto bdiaein Gal—heand hiswhdefanily” (Acts 16:31-
34)

(At Crossroads, we do have opportunities for parentsto dedicate their children to
the Lord and publicly commit to raising them in the ways of the Lord. Thisis not
baptism and it is not something the Bible specificdly teaches Rather, it issmply a
custom that some have adopted to give public expression to ther desiresfor a
godly household. In no way should this be confused with or replace believer’s
baptigm).

5. H ow should we be baptized?

Theword for bgptism in the origina language (betizo means, “to dip, immerse’%.
Scripture teaches that baptism is an immersion of the person completely into
weter.

Then bath Philip and theaunudh wart doan intotheweter and Philip bagtized him
Whenthey ameup ait o thewete ... (Acts 8:38-39)

Assom as Jsuswes bagtizad, Hewat up at o thewater. (Matthew 3:16)
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6. When should you be baptized?
As soon asyou have bdlieved!
Thoeewho acepterl his messsgewarebaptizedl .. thet day. (Acts 2:41)

Asthey tradal dagtherced, they ameto sarevete and theaunudh said, "L ok, hereis
water, Why shaddn't | bebeptized?' Philip said, " If you bdieewith al your heart, yau
may." Theanuh ansvarad, "I bdieethat J=us Chrig istheSond Gal” And hegave
adastog@ thedaria. Then bah Philip and theaunud went doan intotheweater and
Philip beptized im (Acts 8:36-38)

7. |'s baptism necessary for going to heaven?

Baptism isnot required to go to heaven nor doesit help. Only faith isrequired in
order to go to heaven. Baptism is like awedding ring—an outward symbol of the
inward redlity. Baptism isthe outward symbol of conversion. It issmply apublic
testimony of apersond relaionship with Jesus Chrigt.

Fa it isby gaey haveben saved, thraugh faith-and thisnat franyaursdwes it isthegft
d Gad - na bywaks othat noae@n beedt. (Ephesians 2:8)

8. What if | have already been baptized?

If you were baptized before you became a believer (for example, as an infant), we
recommend tha you be baptized again. Baptism is an expresson of an individud'’s
own faith, not that of the parents. By being baptized now you are reflecting your
desire to be baptized in the same way the scripture teeches.

INSTRUCTIONSFOR YOUR BAPTISM

We are happy tha you desire to be baptized as thousands of others have been
throughout the centuries. You are joining that great crowd of believers who have
stood up to be counted as followers of Jesus Christ. Thiswill be a positive and
joyful time for you, and dso for other Christians who celebrate with you!

1 Interview
Upon your request to be baptized, one of the elders of Crossroads will meet
with you for anumber of reasons.
a Giveyou an opportunity to discussthe redity of your fath in Chrig.
b. Veifytha you understand the meaning of baptism.
¢. Explain the process of bgptism a Crossroads
d. Answer any questions you may have.



2. Prior to the baptism

a Plessearive aout 30 minutes before the service begins. Someone will

C.

familiarize you with the baptism procedure prior to the ceremony.

Clothing: For men we suggest wearing dacks or shortswith asmple shirt.
Many go in with bare feet. For women, we suggest asvimsuit with shortsand
atop. We can do provide amodesty robe, under which you can weer a
swvimsuit. There will be aplace to change.

Bring achange of clothes and atowd. Afterward, you will be meeting people.

3. The baptism

a

The baptism service will begin with brief time of singing. Someone will then
explain the meaning of sdvation and the Sgnificance of baptism.

The officiator (the one who will baptize you) will enter the water first and
introduce each person one by one. When you are introduced, then you will
enter the water and stand by him.

If you would like to share abrief tesimony, that would be welcomed and you
will be given the opportunity to do so at thistime. We suggest in preparaion
you read chapter 12 “Persond Testimony” in the Basic Christian Training
workbook. Remember the purposeisto tdl of God's story in your life. Don®
defame ardigion or your background—ingtead proclam the difference your
relationship with Christ has made in your life.

When you are ready and in place, you will be asked publicly if you have
received Jesus Chrigt as your Savior and Lord. After you give your reply, the
officiator will gently lower you into the water and help you back up. Then you
will leave the water, dry off and wetch the others being baptized.

4. Other information

a

d.

Make sureto invite relatives, friends and associates to attend. Even unbelievers
will see this as an important event in your life and will mogt likely attend a
your invitation.

There will most likely be amed or areception time afterwards, so plan on
gaying for fellowship and introducing your vistorsto others.

The baptism may take place in abaptismd tank in achurch building or it may
be out of doors at alake or svimming pool. You will know this ahead of time.

You will be receiving abaptisma certificate to commemorate this experience.



