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BAPTISM

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES
1 Why you should be baptized?

Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded it.

Jasamretothamand said, “°A Il authority in heaven and on earth has ben gven tome
Therefore go and makee disdples of all natians, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the San and of the Hdly Spirit, and teaching them to cbey everything | have
aommanded you. A nd surdy | am with you always, to the very end of the age™
(Matthew 28:18-20)

The New Testament Church practiced it.

These who ageptad his message ware betized, and abaut three thausand were addad to
ther nuber thet day. (Acts 2:41)

The Apostles taught it.

Or dan't yau knowthat dl o uswhowarebeptized into Chrigt Jeuswearebeptized into
his desth? Wewaethedaehuried with imthraugh beptigmintodesth in arder thet,
jut as Chrig wesraisal franthedead thrauch theday o theFathe, wetconay livea
nawvlife (Romans 6:3-5)

It demongtratesthat you redly do believe and obey the Lord.
... many of the Carinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. (Acts 18:8)
Weknow that we have came to know Him if we dbey His commands. (1 John 2:3)
2. What does baptism illustrate?

We identify with Christ’s death and resurrection.

Going into the water symbolizes identity with the death and burid of Chrigt.
Coming up out of the water symbolizes identification with Christ’s
resurrection. (See Romans 6:3-5 above)

Fa when yau were beptized, you weare buried with Chrig, and in begtian you were do
raisal with Chrig. (Colossians 2:12)

We have become new people through fath in Chrigt.

Thadae if ayaeisin Chrig, heisa nevaegtian; thedd hesgre thenavhesare (2
Corinthians 5:17)



3. Who should be baptized?

Every person who hastrusted Chrigt for salvetion should be baptized as hisor her
“first step” of obedience as a follower of Jesus Christ.

Thesewho acpted his messagewarebeptized, and abaut threethausand wereaddad to
ther nube that day. (Acts 2:41)

Simon himsdlf believed and wes baptized ... (Acts 8:13)

What about children? There isno biblica bassfor baptizing infants. In every
recorded ingance in scripture, those who were baptized were old enough to have
persond faith in Jesus Chrigt.

With children, we wait until they are old enough to believe and understand for
themsdlves the true meaning of baptism. Thismay vary from child to child so we
don’t have a pre-determined age. Parents are encouraged to discuss this with the
elders.

They (Paul and Silas) replied, “Bdiee in the L ard Jesus, and you will be saved— you and
yaur hausshdd.” ... then immediiately he and all his family were baptized. ... he s filled
with joy bacause he had come to believe in Gad— he and his whde family.” (Acts 16:31-
34)

(At Crossroads, we do have opportunities for parents to dedicate their children to
the Lord and publicly commit to raising them in the ways of the Lord. This is not
baptism and it is not something the Bible specifically teaches. Rather, it is simply a
custom that some have adopted to give public expression to their desires for a
godly household. In no way should this be confused with or replace believer’s
baptism).

5. H ow should we be baptized?

The word for baptism in the original language (beptizo means, “to dip, immerse”L.
Scripture teaches that baptism is an immersion of the person completely into
water.

Then bath Philip and theaunudh wart doan intotheweter and Philip bagtized him
When they came up aut of thewater ... . (Acts 8:38-39)

A's som as Jesus was baptized, Hewant up aut of the water. (Matthew 3:16)
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6. When should you be baptized?
As soon asyou have bdlieved!
Thase who acxepted his message were baptized .. that day. (Acts 2:41)

As they travdled alang the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "L ok, hereis
water. Why shauldn't | be baptized?* Philip said, "If you bdieve with all your heart, you
may." The eunuch answered, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of Gad.”” A nd he gave
orders to stap the dhariat. Then bath Philip and the eunuch went down into the weter and
Philip baptized him. (Acts 8:36-38)

7. |'s baptism necessary for going to heaven?

Baptism isnot required to go to heaven nor doesit help. Only faith isrequired in
order to go to heaven. Baptism is like awedding ring—an outward symbol of the
inward reality. Baptism is the outward symbol of conversion. It is simply a public
testimony of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Fa it isby gaey haveben saved, thraugh faith-and thisnat franyaursdwes it isthegft
d Gad - na bywaks othat noane@n beedt. (Ephesians 2:8)

8. What if | have already been baptized?

If you were baptized before you became a believer (for example, as an infant), we
recommend that you be baptized again. Baptism is an expression of an individual’s
own faith, not that of the parents. By being baptized now you are reflecting your
desire to be baptized in the same way the scripture teaches.

INSTRUCTIONSFOR YOUR BAPTISM

We are happy that you desire to be baptized as thousands of others have been
throughout the centuries. You are joining that great crowd of believers who have
stood up to be counted as followers of Jesus Christ. This will be a positive and
joyful time for you, and also for other Christians who celebrate with you!

1 Interview
Upon your request to be baptized, one of the elders of Crossroads will meet
with you for a number of reasons:
a. Give you an opportunity to discuss the reality of your faith in Christ.
b. Verify that you understand the meaning of baptism.
c. Explain the process of baptism at Crossroads
d. Answer any questions you may have.



2. Prior to the baptism

a Plessearive aout 30 minutes before the service begins. Someone will

familiarize you with the baptism procedure prior to the ceremony.

Clothing: For men we suggest wearing dacks or shortswith asmple shirt.
Many go in with bare feet. For women, we suggest asvimsuit with shortsand
atop. We can do provide amodesty robe, under which you can weer a
swvimsuit. There will be aplace to change.

¢. Bringachange of clothesand atowd. Afterward, you will be meeting people.

3. The baptism

a Thebaptism service will begin with brief time of singing. Someone will then

explain the meaning of sdvation and the Sgnificance of baptism.

The officiator (the one who will baptize you) will enter the water first and
introduce each person one by one. When you are introduced, then you will
enter the water and stand by him.

If you would like to share abrief tesimony, that would be welcomed and you
will be given the opportunity to do so at thistime. We suggest in preparaion
you read chapter 12 “Personal Testimony” in the Basic Christian Training
workbook. Remember the purpose is to tell of God’s story in your life. Don T
defame a religion or your background—instead proclaim the difference your
relationship with Christ has made in your life.

When you are ready and in place, you will be asked publicly if you have
received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. After you give your reply, the
officiator will gently lower you into the water and help you back up. Then you
will leave the water, dry off and watch the others being baptized.

4. Other information

a.

Make sure to invite relatives, friends and associates to attend. Even unbelievers
will see this as an important event in your life and will most likely attend at
your invitation.

There will most likely be a meal or a reception time afterwards, so plan on
staying for fellowship and introducing your visitors to others.

The baptism may take place in a baptismal tank in a church building or it may
be out of doors at a lake or swimming pool. You will know this ahead of time.

You will be receiving a baptismal certificate to commemorate this experience.



