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ive and learn! That’s what we’ve done on the 
mission field for over two decades. Principally 

we’ve learned that God has a multitude of loving, 
supportive, generous people who pray for and give to the 
missionaries God has sent out to do His work. 

We long to see more people interested in and praying 
for missionaries. Jesus said: “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the workers are few.”  Interest will lead other to join our 
ranks: as a colleague overseas or as mission supporters at 
home. This booklet shares ideas and insights into how you 
can be involved in missions right now, where you are. 
Many of the suggestions are from our personal experiences. 
It is our desire to educate, motivate and enthuse you to be 
the missions spark in your assembly, small group or family. 

So, read, pray, plan and be creative! God is at work 
internationally. Become a part of that work. 
 

In His Service, 
Sharon and Jim Fleming 

 

P.S. Many, many thanks to all the people who have encour-
aged us over the years in all these ways and more. 

- �
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he last time you passed out paper and pencils to your 
Bible study group and asked them to write a letter to a 

missionary, resulted in fifteen minutes of blank stares and 
chewed pencils. Put that idea in the “Lead Balloons”  file, 
you thought. 

But wait! Writing missionaries is a great idea. As a 
missionary since 1984, I can assure you that letters from 
people back home are rarer than you’d like to know. So by 
all means set aside time for writing letters during a Sunday 
School class, an Adult Fellowship gathering or even at 
prayer meeting. Offer to the believers the names of 
missionaries commended by your assembly or from an 
assembly in your area, whom they may have met or will 
probably have the opportunity of meeting on their next 
furlough. Then give them some of these suggestions to get 
started: 

·  Introduce yourself—the missionary may not remember 
you. Tell them about what you do, your interests and 
your family. 

·  Uplifting news of common friends is what they crave 
most: Who’s dating whom? Who’s expecting? Who has 
succeeded in losing weight? Who’s not well? Who is 
showing encouraging signs of spiritual growth? 

� �
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·  They’d also like to know what’s happening in the class, 
Bible study or assembly. What are you studying? How 
did the Sunday School picnic go this year? What was 
the running joke at the retreat? Whose kid hammed it 
up most in the Christmas program? 

·  Tell about your personal life, too. What embarrassed 
you recently? Frustrated you? Made you laugh the 
loudest? What cute things have your kids said or done? 
Where did you go for vacation? 

·  Some news from your area won’ t make their local 
paper or the CNN web page. What were the big issues 
in the last local election? Are there new freeways or 
malls since their last visit? How’s the home team 
doing? What book is everyone talking about? What’s 
the latest fashion rage among the kids? 

·  Include a devotional thought, too IF it has truly meant 
something to you recently and you are sharing from 
your heart. Don’ t feel you must sound spiritual, how-
ever. 

Though your class has heard it before, remind them: 
missionaries are real people. Write to them as you would 
want to be written to. If don’ t know any missionaries, 
letters are a great way to get acquainted with some.  
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hink of our favorite book. Now think of the biggest 
section of it. Go to the 27th chapter, and read the 

last two parts. I have been meditating on these thoughts, 
and they have meant much to me in recent days. 

These words were in an email from a friend who, with 
her husband, is a tentmaker missionary in a restricted 
access country where proselytizing is illegal and even 
openly admitting you are a Christian can put you in jeop-
ardy. These “offenses”  could lead to being deported or 
imprisoned. So she writes in code because her conventional 
letters might be opened and her email filtered for key 
words. 

Today, many missionaries are trying to reach individu-
als in restricted countries. Perhaps you support or pray for 
one, but you are afraid to write for fear of exposing him. Or 
you’ve been blissfully writing just like you would anyone 
else without realizing the potential danger you are placing 
your friend and his contacts in. Don’ t be intimidated. It 
isn’ t difficult once you know a few general rules. 

Some words to avoid are: Christian, Christianity, gos-
pel, evangelize, proselytize, Bible, God, Jesus, Muslim, 
Islam, church and baptize. Instead you can use code words 
and phrases. For example: 
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     Instead of        Use 

God Father; Father’s love has meant much 
to me recently. 

Bible Our favorite book 

Christians  Friends; We are going to camp with 
some friends this weekend. 

Prayer Talking to Father; Please talk to Father 
about my health. 

Got saved Joined our family; We’ re thrilled that 
M. joined our family! 

Exodus, 
Titus 

The book of Exit, book of Titus 

Other  Things to Avoid 

·  Don’ t speak of the politics of your missionary’s country 
or criticize it. You probably shouldn’ t speak of interna-
tional events that might include words such as terrorist, 
jihad, communist, bombs, guerrillas, weapons of mass 
destruction, etc. Your correspondent will let you know 
whether you are being overly cautious or need to be 
more careful. 

·  Don’ t include calendars with verses, tracts or other 
Christian literature in your letters. 

·  Don’ t forward “Christian”  or political emails. Don’ t put 
your friend on email lists to which you might send 
devotional thoughts, ministry news or prayer requests. 
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·  Don’ t stop writing out of fear of making a serious slip. 
Your missionary probably feels somewhat lonely and 
isolated; he needs friendship and encouragement.  

·  Write carefully, prayerfully and cheerfully. He is adept 
at interpreting code and is hungry for other kinds of 
news and thoughts as well.  

·  Have you heard a laugh-out-loud joke? Do you have a 
success to brag about? Share it. Is there a big concern in 
your life? They’ ll want to know so they can pray. 

There are more things you can write about than things 
you can’ t: sports, weather, mutual friends, general news 
and the joys in your life. That reminds me, I want to email 
my friend the news that my oldest daughter is getting 
dunked this Sunday.  
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he heading of our prayer letters includes an email 
address. This is a vital connection with family, friends 

and most importantly prayer warriors. Many other mission-
aries have joined the communication revolution, not to surf 
the net, but to keep in touch. Just like with regular mail, 
missionaries love to get letters, but there are a few do’s and 
dont’s to keep in mind as you write to missionaries online: 

DO ask them if it costs them extra to receive email and if it 
is okay to write them this way. 

DON’T put them on general lists for devotionals, prayer 
requests, jokes or information updates without asking their 
permission first. Our first email service charged us 35 cents 
a minute to be online and ran at only 2400 baud (slow!!)—
not uncommon in the third world. A long prayer letter or 
pages of humorous quotes could easily cost us a dollar or 
more just to receive. 

DO write newsy letters filled with interesting details, 
bringing the missionaries up to date on yourselves, mutual 
friends, your assembly or small group. 

DON’T expect an equally long personal reply. 

DO ask to receive urgent or important prayer requests. 

� �
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DON’T forget to pray for those requests. 

DO send a short response saying that you’ve prayed and are 
eager to hear the outcome. 

DON’T share personal prayer requests with others without 
permission, especially from tent-making missionaries in 
sensitive countries. 

DO feel free to keep your letters short. 

DON’T write back quickly asking if your letter got there 
(unless an immediate reply is needed). Missionaries are 
busy “mishing.”  

DO be happy with a three line reply. 

DON’T feel you have to write everyday or even every 
week. Piled up correspondence can be a burden instead of 
the encouragement it is meant to be. 

DO offer to find information that may be of help to them 
and forward it to them. 

Most importantly, DO build a friendship through cyber-
space. 
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o you know a missionary far away whom you’d like 
to cheer on his birthday? Perhaps it is a homesick 

new missionary, one who has gone through a difficult time 
in the ministry or one who’s been on the field so long they 
think no one knows when his or her birthday is. Send a 
party in an envelope! 

Here’s what we did for a young missionary living in a 
country whose government opposed the gospel. We gath-
ered 

·  a cassette tape and tape recorder 

·  birthday cards 

·  confetti (make your own with a fancy hole punch and 
colored paper) 

·  bits of curling ribbon 

·  individually wrapped hard candy & a small gift. 

We took the tape and recorder to a group gathering 
where everyone sang Happy Birthday. Then we asked 
people to record personal greetings (remind them to state 
their names on the tape). If it is practical, you could use a 
camcorder, but people are often more inhibited talking to a 
camera and in some foreign countries the videotape may be 
charged a tariff. 

3 �
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We also asked people to sign the cards to include with 
the packet—and write a short newsy paragraph. 

Then, we placed everything in a padded envelope with 
just enough confetti and curling ribbon to lend a festive air. 
You may want to include a party hat or a couple of bal-
loons, too. Photos are also appreciated. 

When we did this, our birthday celebrant received his 
package at his mailing address outside his target country. 
He had just been unceremoniously deported and was 
depressed at his inability to serve God as he had hoped. The 
“party”  we sent him made him cry and laugh and started his 
healing process. 
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y seven-year-old daughter excitedly tore open the 
envelope addressed to her. Disappointment clouded 

her face as she examined a photocopied letter that began 
“Our Sunday school class is learning about missionaries…” 
After requests for a family photo, a list of her favorite 
hobbies and an explanation of what a missionary does, it 
ended, “We hope to encourage you by this letter.”  

In our 19-year missionary career, we have received let-
ters from youth groups, prayer groups, Christian school 
students and home schooled children. Email has multiplied 
these appeals. They have asked for everything from recipes 
to toy llamas. One notorious letter asked for information on 
the Colombian economy, government, peoples, language 
and climate! Sometimes these letters draw an involuntary 
sigh. 

Our family knows that most who send these letters are 
sincere in their desire to know more about missions and to 
pray for us. We don’ t want to stifle that interest! So we 
offer these suggestions to help your letters benefit both you 
and the missionary you’ re writing to. 

·  Seek out missionaries commended by your assembly or 
by an assembly in your area. Better yet, offer hospital-
ity to missionaries who are speaking at your assembly. 
Or maybe you will be traveling to their country; we 

/ �
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have made good friends with a couple who came to our 
country to adopt children. 

·  At first, simply ask for a few prayer requests or a copy 
of their most recent prayer letter. Ask them to add you 
to their mailing list if you know you will have time to 
pray for them regularly. When you “know” them a bit 
better, you can ask for photos, postcards, and so on. Get 
your general information about their regions from an 
encyclopedia or from Operation World by Patrick 
Johnstone and Jason Mandryk (Bethany). 

·  Do not send a generic, photocopied letter or broadcast 
emails. Write a personal letter. Answer about yourself 
the questions that you are asking the missionary: What 
are your hobbies and ministries? 

·  Turn the tables: Offer information to the missionary. 
Do you love to cook? Perhaps a new missionary could 
use some “ from scratch”  recipes. Are you a web surfer? 
Offer to find sites with material the missionary needs. 

·  If you are writing to the children of missionaries 
include a small gift. A pack of sugar-free gum or a page 
of stickers are hits in our house. 

Missionaries want to be prayed for. They want to inter-
est others in missions. If you are reasonable in your 
requests, they will be happy to answer and encourage you. 
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ou originally wrote to a few missionaries to stimulate 
interest in missions at your assembly. Now your 

mailbox serves you missionary form letters on a regular 
basis and your email inbox overflows with broadcast prayer 
requests. You feel vaguely guilty skimming and tossing or 
deleting the letters, but when you post them on the 
missionary bulletin board at the end of the hall, they never 
seem to be looked at either. 

What to do? Here are some worthwhile suggestions: 

·  Buy a good supply of airgrams. 

·  Have the letters printed out (with corresponding email 
address if applicable). 

·  Have an announcement made asking for volunteers to 
read the letter, gleaning a few specific prayer requests 
for your prayer meeting, bulletin or a prayer request 
sheet. Teach the volunteers to keep requests concise 
and understandable. Suggest that people note the re-
quests in personal or group prayer lists. 

·  Ask for volunteers to answer the letters during the week 
on one of your preaddressed air forms or via email. 

 

 

7�



 

 
13 

OR 

·  Do a group letter, leaving it on a foyer table or pass it 
around an adult Sunday School class, or midweek Bible 
study. 

·  Comment to the missionaries on their prayer requests 
and praises: 

“How is your friendship with Professor B coming? We 
prayed tonight that you would have opportunities to 
show him Christ’s love.”  

“ I’m so happy to hear that Danny has adjusted to school 
better; that’s something I’ve been praying for.”  

“How is the paperwork coming for the new church 
building? We can relate as we are trying to get permis-
sion for an addition.”  

It thrills a missionary to know that their prayer letters 
are read and prayed for. 
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re you looking for a way to bring the missionary on 
the other side of the world into your assembly, 

missions prayer group, Bible study or adult Sunday school 
class? With a speaker phone and an international calling 
card, your group can speak directly to the missionary 
you’ve been supporting and praying for. Here are some 
suggestions to make your missionary’s voice visit a hit. 

·  Find a way to call inexpensively online. Sites such as 
www.internationalphonecards.net can get you a phone 
card from the United States to many countries of the 
world for just pennies a minute. 

·  Set up the call. Write or email your missionary to find 
out whether he or she will be available for when your 
group meets. You may need to be flexible, but the 
missionary is probably willing to be as well. We once 
left our assembly in Colombia in the middle of Sunday 
morning in order to be available for a call from our 
commending assembly.  

·  Do your homework. Reread your missionaries recent 
prayer letters and requests to refresh your memory of 
what they are currently involved in. Write out your 
questions, even seasoned radio interviewers do this. 
Craft specific questions that are answerable. Don’ t say: 
“ I understand you are involved in church planting,”  but, 

8�
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“Tell us who you are targeting in your new church 
plant.”  

·  Do a test run. Failure to do this has resulted in many 
awkward moments. Set up the phone and amplification 
system if you will need it in the room where the actual 
call will take place. Using the same phone card you will 
be using for the “ real call” , make a test call to the 
missionary and check the reception and volume. 

·  Give the voice a face. If the audience has something to 
look at you will keep their attention much better. Use a 
PowerPoint presentation, slides, a video or even over-
head projection of photos of the missionary, his family, 
country and ministry to speak thousands more words 
than the missionary will be able to. 

·  Pray. More than anything else, we on the mission field 
appreciate your prayers. Tell the missionary that after 
you get off the phone you will be spending time praying 
for them and their ministries. Pass out a list of specific 
prayer requests that you’ve gleaned beforehand. After 
praying suggest that everyone keep the list to pray over 
in their private prayer times. Include the missionaries’  
email or mailing address so that those with more 
interest can write. 

Modern technology means we no longer have to wait 
the six months that Hudson Taylor’s prayer group waited to 
get news or even the two weeks it can take letters from 
many parts of the globe. Take advantage of this technology 
to encourage your missionary and foster an interest in 
missions among your constituency. 
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o heighten missions awareness and interest any 
group—from as small as one family to a whole 

assembly—can spend an evening “visiting”  that country. 
Choose a missionary known to at least some in the group 
(preferably commended by your assembly) or at least one 
who will be visiting your area when next on furlough. You 
will need: 

From the missionary 

·  A recipe for a typical meal from their country. 

·  An explanation of any mealtime customs that are 
different from those in the U.S. or Canada. 

·  The words and a pronunciation guide for words (or the 
equivalent) of things like, “Help yourself,”  “please,”  
“ thank you”  and “ it was very good.”  

·  Prayer requests for all the missionary family members 
and the ministries in which they are involved. 

·  A family photo, and if possible, snapshots, digital 
photos or postcards of their country, ministry, and life 
in general. 

(Since this involves a fair amount of work for the 
missionary, give them plenty of advance notice—a month 
for email, at least two for snail mail—and suggest to them 

� �
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that they keep a copy for other groups who may ask for 
something similar.) 

For  the evening 

·  Decorations for the occasion. Look for the country flag, 
curios, maps or travel posters. Use streamers of the 
colors of the flag. 

·  The meal prepared and served as much as possible 
according to the missionaries’  guidelines.  

·  Bits of information about the country gleaned from 
encyclopedias, atlases, travel books, the internet and 
Operation World, by Patrick Johnstone and Jason 
Mandryk (Bethany). These can be put onto place cards 
or made into a quiz game. 

·  Willingness to try pronouncing the foreign words as 
well as gamely tasting the food. (Have bread on hand 
for those who are too finicky to eat the new fare.) 

·  Copies of the prayer requests for everyone to take 
home. Spend concentrated time in prayer for the 
missionaries’  requests.  

·  A camcorder, tape recorder or digital camera to record 
the event. 

·  Airgrams, stationery or a couple of computers with 
email capacity. 

To send to the missionary 

·  A copy of the video or tape made with personally 
greetings from the people in your group. (Ask the 
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missionary beforehand what they are able to receive 
without cost or hassle). 

·  Letters from the group members with snapshots of the 
evening. 

·  “Chat”  with the missionary in real time either over a 
speaker phone or on some instant messenger service. 
(Obviously this needs to be coordinated with the 
missionary beforehand so they will be home and 
prepared to give you a concise review of their lives.) 
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he plain manila envelope addressed with block letters 
always causes a fight. It arrives about once a month at 

our house and my husband and I call dibs on it. And we 
make sure to hide it from the kids! It’s the best just-before-
sleeping reading there is—comic strips! 

A dear retired brother from the Northwest painstakingly 
cuts out comic strips from his local paper every day. He 
glues them to paper by category: one page of Peanuts®, 
another page of B.C.® etc. When he has collected them for 
about a month, he handwrites a general letter with his news 
and then he photocopies everything. I don’ t know how 
many missionaries get his offerings, but I can tell you, we 
sure enjoy them. My favorites are Family Circus® and 
Pickles®, but I enjoy Crankshaft®, too. When my husband 
starts shaking with laughter, I know Garfield’s® wit has 
tickled him again.. 

This could be a home schooling family’s project or a 
“get together”  project for the youth group, ladies, or anyone 
who enjoys a good laugh. Working in a group will make 
the job less tedious, but I tell you, it sure lights up our day 
to receive! 

P.S. We do let the kids read them—after we’ re done. �  

� �
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he subject of the email read, “ It’s time to think about 
Christmas!”  The curious thing was that it came in 

May. The letter was definitely a day brightener. Wanting to 
encourage their missionaries, a group from my home 
assembly was planning to give us Christmas presents! The 
email was a questionnaire for us to fill out asking about our 
needs, wants and tastes. In order for the missionaries to 
receive their gifts on time the group wanted to start early in 
the year, allowing them to take advantage of summer 
travelers or take into account foreign postal delays. 

With a little planning, you too can bless your mission-
aries in the same way. Here are some ideas: 

·  Announce for several weeks in April or May the 
presence of a special container for offerings toward 
Christmas gifts for missionaries. Or perhaps the assem-
bly is willing to take up a special offering for this. 

·  When you know your budget, send a questionnaire to 
each missionary to find out what they would appreciate. 
When this happened to us on the mission field the 
questionnaire asked if magazines subscriptions, books, 
home items, special foods, or computer software would 
be appropriate for the adults. They insisted we not be 
shy about our desires. 

� �
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·  Outfits for the missionary children are a great idea! Ask 
for expected sizes in December (when the gifts are 
expected to arrive—remember small children grow fast) 
and what would be most appropriate for their area. For 
example, although our family serves in South America, 
we live high in the cool Andes Mountains, so clothes 
for winter are unexpectedly appropriate. 

·  Don’ t forget to send some fun things as well. Our home 
assembly wanted to give each child something fun and 
asked for suggestions. As our children grew, Christian 
music CDs became the gift of choice, making shipping 
easy as well. 

·  Find out what can be received in the missionary’s 
country through regular mail. Some receive packages 
quickly and easily. Some may be required to go a 
distance and stand in long lines, yet they would do it for 
their kids. Some may have to pay huge tariffs which 
make it impractical to receive any packages by mail. If 
the post isn’ t a viable means, find out if a missionary, 
colleague or relative will be traveling from home to 
visit them during the year. It isn’ t unusual for us to hold 
presents for six months … without peeking! 

·  Consider a gift certificate to a catalog company or 
website. Another choice could be to simply send money 
and let them pick out the gifts. If none of these seem to 
be practical alternatives, you could offer to hold the 
money for them until they are back home. My children 
always save up spending money for furlough. My 
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husband and I have elevated expenses then, too, as we 
try to stock up for the coming years. 

·  For shopping, ask for bargain loving volunteers who 
never drop while shopping. One year instead of taking 
an offering, our home assembly asked people to 
“adopt”  a specific missionary and pay for some of the 
gifts on their wish list. 

Often missionaries in their country of service have 
trouble finding quality gifts at affordable prices to make 
Christmas special. You can help perk up their lives, if you 
start thinking about it early—how you can ensure your gifts 
arrive on time. 
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he tape was filled with wholehearted laughter and 
self-conscious giggles. The women were obviously 

enjoying themselves! The pictures showed them drinking 
coffee, eating cake and gabbing. I wished I’d been there, 
especially since I was the guest of honor! 

This was the baby shower at my home assembly for our 
first born. My mother attends there so she stood in for me 
and opened the gifts. Later, she would be coming down to 
meet her first grandchild and would bring the gifts to us. A 
tape recorder went around the room and women recorded 
their greetings, congratulations, assurances of prayers and 
some advice. When I received all the gifts, the tape and the 
photos, I was overwhelmed by the love which was prac-
tically demonstrated 4000 miles away.  

Maybe your assembly could do the same for your 
missionaries. It wouldn’ t be difficult to plan a shower for 
your missionary, especially now with video cameras and 
the internet being so available. Here are some ideas to help: 

·  Find out if a family member of the missionary or 
someone else will be visiting within a reasonable time 
before or after the birth of the baby, and how much 
baggage they can take with them. A stroller or a high 
chair probably aren’ t within luggage restrictions, but 

� �
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many other things are. Communicate any size limita-
tions clearly to the women in your assembly. 

·  Because this is not just a baby shower but a missions 
event, consider including daughters, even younger ones, 
to help them capture the vision for missions. 

·  Be in touch with the missionary, asking what she needs, 
what’s not available where she is, and maybe even the 
gender of the baby. Feel free to make some suggestions 
to first time mothers. Someone asked me if I wanted a 
clamp on chair for our baby and we used it hundreds of 
times at camps, retreats and conferences with our 4 
children. 

·  If there isn’ t someone to stand in for the mother-to-be, 
gifts don’ t need to be wrapped, just ooh and aah 
together for the tape recorder or video camera. 

·  Play some kind of game that will help you get to know 
the missionary and her adopted country a bit better—
perhaps multiple choice questions about her. You could 
read some of the “old wives’  tales”  concerning preg-
nancy and babies from that culture that would be fun to 
hear. My favorites from Peru were, “ If you get your 
stomach wet while you are pregnant, the baby will be 
born with a cold”  –and how are we supposed to bathe? 
And “ if you brush the baby’s hair before his teeth come 
in, the teeth will be crooked.”  �  

·  Record the event for the missionary mom. You can do 
this on a cassette tape, with a video camera, photos, and 
notes. One thing you could try would be to have an 
internet chat open with her and let people sit down and 
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type to her “ live”  for a while. If you have a devotional, 
make sure the mom-to-be gets to hear it! 

·  Be sure to record which gift is from whom and include 
an address or email list. She will want to write thank 
you notes to each of the women. 

·  Have a time of prayer for the expectant mom and her 
family. Ask for some specific requests she has about the 
upcoming event that she might not share to a mixed 
group. 

Having a shower is always a good excuse for women to 
get together. Having one for your missionary will also 
serve the purposes of encouraging your missionary, sup-
plying some basic needs and raising missions interest 
among the women. 
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Old Friend: “How long will you be in town?” 
Furloughing Missionaries: “Almost three months.”  
Old Friend: “Oh great! We want to have you over.”  
 

hen our last Sunday arrived, Old Friend (and 
others) lamented, “Your time went so fast! We 

didn’ t get to have you over.”  My husband and I noticed; 
their intentions were sincere and we realized they were 
busy—but we were still disappointed. We had purposely 
organized our furlough schedule to include extended 
periods of time with our two commending assemblies, so 
that we could visit with the people who had faithfully 
prayed for and supported us. As these churches grew, we 
didn’ t want to become just a photo on a bulletin board or a 
line in the budget. 

Before our next furlough, a friend at came up with a 
solution. She asked us for our in-town schedule, when we 
wanted to block off time for family or rest, and how many 
invitations a week we could handle. Drolly we answered, 
“No more than 21 meals a week!”  She put an announce-
ment in the bulletin saying that she was in charge of our 
hospitality schedule and that anyone who wanted to invite 
us over could see her. 

If your assembly has a special affinity for “home-
grown” or other missionaries, assigning them a schedule 
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coordinator would encourage them greatly. With email, the 
organization is simple; new appointments can be communi-
cated immediately. 

Ask your missionaries what kinds of things they would 
like to do with others. We lived in a country where safe, 
comfortable, green parks for picnics were scarce. Since we 
had three small children, I’m sure more than one hostess 
was relieved to learn that a picnic was our choice of enter-
tainment. Be sure to find out what your missionary’s 
preferences are. 

Our friend also asked whether our parents, who 
attended the assembly, should or could be included, if there 
were any dietary restrictions, and what foods we were 
craving. On our next furlough, our calendar included 
invitations to breakfast, luncheons, dinners, picnics, and 
restaurants! We felt loved and refreshed, thanks to our 
friend’s thoughtfulness. 
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hen missionaries go on furlough, they are excited at 
the thought of seeing family and friends, tasting 

special foods, and visiting old haunts. They also want share 
about the rewards and discouragements in their ministry. 
Missionary’s kids (MKs) however, may feel they are being 
uprooted from all they know to go to a strange place where 
women exclaim how big they are and men ask if they’ve 
killed any snakes. 

At family camp, they feel like klutzes because they 
don’ t know that you don’ t stand on home plate to bat or 
that you can’ t run with a basketball in your hands. In 
Sunday School they know all the answers, but none of the 
songs. And they haven’ t got a clue who Regis is or why 
everyone laughed when the speaker talked about his 
neckties. 

How can you help an MK feel more at home when he’s 
not? 

·  Prepare the MK. Send CDs or tapes to the missionary 
family that include favorite songs of your Sunday 
School or youth group. This ensures they’ ll at least be 
familiar with the melodies. 

·  Make sure your  church kids know the MK. Have a 
missionary bulletin board in the Sunday School as well 
as in the main part of the building. Ask the parents for 
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frequently updated photos of the kids doing some of 
their usual activities. Talk about and pray for these kids 
and let the Sunday School know when they’ ll be 
coming. Give them some conversation starters by 
telling about MKs’  favorite sports and hobbies. 

·  Teach hospitality. The week before the MKs are 
expected, talk with the Sunday School kids about how it 
feels to be in a new situation. Most of them will have 
had that uncomfortable experience. Ask for a volunteer 
to host each MK, to show them where the class meets, 
introduce them to their teacher and other kids, and, 
most importantly, lead them to the snacks! 

·  Warn teachers not to expect singing extrover ts from 
every MK. My kids would die if I forced them into 
traditional dress and asked them to sing a song in 
Spanish. While some children might be comfortable 
with this, always check with their parents before putting 
them on the spot. 

·  Include them in social activities. We try to spend 
quantity time near our commending assemblies. When 
families invite our kids to join a swimming party, beach 
trip or even just a meal, they begin to make friends, 
which makes them eager to return for another visit. 

·  Plan an extra special activity. On one of our furloughs 
a highlight was going to a San Francisco Giant’s game. 
Another time we were loaned a tent, sleeping bags, and 
air mattresses so we could join other Christians at 
Yosemite Park for the annual Bible Conference there. 
Believe it or not, floating down the Merced River with 
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15 boisterous teenagers and hiking for many hot thirsty 
hours make great memories! 

·  Be understanding. I remember when I was a teen 
being shocked when an MK told me she liked her 
ministry country better than the United States. 
Remember that for some MKs, their ministry country is 
pretty much all they know. Also, remember that MKs 
are not automatically good. As a mother I have been 
horrified by my own young children bursting out of a 
car into a home where knickknacks seemingly covered 
every square inch. Accept normal kid behavior and 
understand that they may be homesick, shy or just worn 
out. This will help both MKs and their parents relax and 
enjoy furlough time. 
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ll I want for Christmas,”  Kevin told his Bible 
Study group, “ is for a Christian woman to call my 

sister while I’m away on this missions trip.”  Gina made 
that call and Kevin’s sister came back to the Lord while he 
was overseas. 

As missionaries, we have claimed Jesus’  promise, 
“Everyone who has left…brothers or sisters or father or 
mother…will receive a hundred times as much”  (Matthew 
19:29), but physically leaving them does not mean we 
forget or are not concerned about them. 

How can you help us on the mission field care for the 
parents and siblings we’ve left behind? 

·  Pray for them with us—especially for those who are 
unsaved. We often wonder if we should be a world 
away preaching the gospel when our own family needs 
it. 

·  Befriend them, both the Christian and non-Christian. 
But avoid the appearance of taking them on as your 
Christian service project—they’ ll recognize that. 

·  Call, just to chat or when you know they are sick or 
hurting. We’d like to do that ourselves but the cost is 
often prohibitive. 
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·  Include them in family type outings—a car show, a 
drive in the country or a concert in the park. 

·  Remember their special days. I was thrilled when four 
women from church invited my mother out to an 
English tea house for her birthday. So was she! 

·  Invite them over on holidays. If they have no other 
family nearby. The Fourth of July and Christmas can be 
lonely for people who are alone. 

·  Let your children be their local grandchildren. They can 
make cards for them on holidays, pass on school work 
for their fridges and run up to them with a hug on 
Sundays. 

·  Take care of their needs in times of trouble. When my 
husband’s brother was dying we were grateful for 
Christians who watched his kids, did the yard work, 
cleaned house and provided meals—things we felt 
should have been our obligations, but we couldn’ t do 
from the mission field. 

We all are one family in the Lord, working toward the 
common goal of making disciples in all nations, so let’s 
care for each other as siblings in the Lord. 
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he memory makes us smile. Every Wednesday night 
at prayer meeting a godly saint prayed, “And bless all 

the missionaries everywhere.”  It was definitely easier than 
trying to twist his tongues around names he couldn’ t 
remember anyway. Besides, missionary prayer meetings 
aren’ t known for standing-room-only attendance. But you 
can attract people to pray for missions--however, you just 
need to do the out-of-the-ordinary. 

·  Use creativity with announcements. Once a friend 
faked a strange accent, dressed in out-dated clothes and 
lugged a globe to publicize a missionary prayer meet-
ing. While you don’ t want to perpetrate the missionary 
stereotype, this did get their attention! Flyers and 
posters should be vivid, vibrant and vivacious. 

·  Plan ahead. By keeping in touch, you can bring in a 
real live missionary. When that’s not possible, use an 
audio connection, taped or PowerPoint report, or a 
short, dynamic video. A pre-meeting run-through will 
make sure you can handle the necessary equipment and 
will ensure that it all functions. 

·  Get “ official”  sponsorship. Let the elders know what’s 
on your heart. Ask for their blessing and permission to 
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include it in the assembly calendar and bulletin. Hope-
fully, you can convince some of them to come and even 
lead a segment. See next point for ideas! 

·  Recruit attendees. Don’ t be shy. Ask for—or 
appoint—volunteers to each read a couple of prayer 
letters with a highlighter in hand. Have them mark 
prayer requests and any pertinent information and bring 
the letters to the meeting. Consider asking them to 
briefly summarize the work and needs in the letters. 

·  Star t with an exclamation point! Have a lively song, 
with enthusiastic accompaniment, and start the meeting 
on time. (This means you need to be there early.) 

·  Spice up presentations with var iety. If you received a 
particularly interesting missionary letter or an answer to 
specific prayers of a previous meeting, read it verbatim, 
and with enthusiasm! Coach those who will be giving 
reports to be brief, attention-grabbing and pointed. Use 
a bit of the video, tape or PowerPoint to present other 
needs. Highlight the world’s needs in various news-
paper headlines and pass them out as fuel for prayer. 

·  Vary the format. Instead of droning report, five 
minutes of prayer, droning report, five minutes of 
prayer … go for diversity. Get the group moving to 
pray: segregate men and women for one session of 
prayer, stay together for another, or break up into 
smaller groups of 3 or 4. If you have a lot of letters give 
one to each person to pray silently over for a few 
minutes.  
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·  Encourage at-home praying. At least half of your 
meeting time should be spent in actual prayer, but even 
more prayer can go on in private. At one missionary 
prayer meeting we attended someone had taken the time 
to cut and paste excerpts from missionaries’  emailed 
prayer letters together, and then photocopy and collate 
them so we could all take them home and continue in 
prayer. 

·  Set a specific ending time and then end on time! 
‘Nuff said. 
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s Adele rubbed my scalp, I felt the tension headache 
melt away and wished for a resident massage 

therapist. There are also other visitors I’ve dreamed of 
having in my 19 years on the mission field:  

·  Someone handy with a needle to attack my growing 
pile of mending 

·  A beautician—missionaries no longer “bun it up”  and 
I’d love a good haircut 

·  A handyman to fix odds and ends so it doesn’ t take my 
husband away from ministry (and so we don’ t get the 
local “ just use this rag, a paper clip and some garlic.. .” ) 

·  Someone to really explain the computer to us 

·  A professional video person so our presentation doesn’ t 
look like home movies. 

Some people have been creative in their missionary 
visits. Friends of ours offered to take over the home 
schooling for missionaries in Brazil for two weeks to give 
the harried mom a break. When the mom of a large 
missionary family became seriously ill, a nurse went to care 
for her and the family for a time. 
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You don’ t have to be a preacher or know the language 
to help a missionary. Can you paint a wall or put up wall-
paper? Can you type? Cook? Then you could help. 

Here are some tips so you can be a help instead of a 
burden: 

·  Prayerfully write down a list of skills you are comfort-
able enough doing that you could do them in someone 
else’s home. If you can do them well, you will be 
appreciated. 

·  Write a few months (or more!) ahead of time to the 
missionary mentioning specifically what you can offer. 
Remember they all have different needs: in the rain-
forest, wallpaper would just peel, but missionaries in 
places like that would still probably enjoy professional 
back rubs—as would anyone. 

·  Don’ t write 50 missionaries at once offering help. Make 
your letter personal and limit yourself to those you 
believe God is leading you to help. We’ve received 
offers of help that never materialized because another 
missionary snatched them up first. We had gotten hopes 
up, only to be disappointed.  

·  Don’ t be discouraged if you don’ t get answers from 
everyone—letters go astray, get lost in the inbox and 
possibly the missionary may not know just how to 
respond. 

·  If your vacation schedule is not very flexible, try to 
give several date options. Otherwise ask the missionary 
when would be the best time-frame to come. The short 
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term Bible school or wet season might affect when your 
visit would be most helpful. 

·  Be a willing worker. Friends once had someone offer to 
come and do anything from “painting to preaching,”  but 
when the visitor was handed a paint brush it became 
obvious that the visitor considered that a menial job. 

·  Offer to shop for and bring items the missionary needs 
or wants—be clear about who will pay for this: 
missionaries normally expect to pay for what they ask 
for. A bag of chocolate chips, a cake mix or a good 
book can thrill those overseas. (Don’ t be surprised if 
their requests fill a duffle bag—pack your own supplies 
accordingly and check airline baggage limits ahead of 
time.) 

·  Remember to count the cost—not only of your airfare, 
but also of your stay. Once a couple stayed at our house 
for a month and later sent us a generous offering that 
helped cover the expenses. 

If you are willing to work hard, experience new and 
different things, and be flexible, your abilities can lighten 
the load for a missionary and you will gain a greater world 
view in the process. 



 

 
39 

7
 � ��/ 
 � � � �� � � ��� � �
/ �

�
 � � �� �

y father used to say, somewhat tongue-in-cheek, 
“Don’ t get to know a missionary too well or you 

may find yourself reaching into your wallet to help him.”  
This is true even though missionaries from brethren assem-
blies don’ t traditionally talk about money. 

So why don’ t assembly missionar ies talk about money 
and raise support?  

They are commended to the grace of God and trust Him 
to provide for their needs (Acts 14:26). The Scriptural 
example is that Paul never asked for personal support. 
Historically and traditionally, assembly missionaries have 
been reticent to tell others of their financial needs, instead 
presenting their needs only to the Lord who moves in the 
hearts of His people to give financially to His work 
.Supporters back home give as the Lord leads. Some give 
on a regular basis to a few known missionaries while others 
prefer to give sporadically to many. Often commending 
assemblies give a set amount monthly, but they can’ t cover 
all the expenses, so missionaries do need to receive from 
multiple sources. 
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How should I  send funds to a missionary? 
Sending checks directly overseas is generally not safe. 

And you know what would happen to cash! Because of 
this, there are several assembly organizations in North 
America which channel funds to missionaries. None of 
these are directive missions, but missionary service agen-
cies. They can also issue tax deductible receipts. 

What percentage of my gift goes directly to the mission-
ary? 

One hundred percent! Although CMML, for example, 
estimates their expenses to be about 10% of the money that 
goes through their offices, everything designated to a 
certain missionary goes directly to him. The donor can add 
an extra gift to cover handling costs, if desired. 

So how do they get the money to the missionary? 
All the checks for any given missionary are accumu-

lated up to a cut off date near the end of each month and 
then are deposited all together in his personal bank account. 
At the same time a voucher listing all the names and 
addresses of donors and gift amounts is mailed to the 
missionary. Most missionaries today can access their bank 
accounts through ATMs, via phone or the internet, so they 
can know immediately how much money is at their 
disposal for that month. 

Why does it take so long to get a thank you from the 
missionary? 

Have patience with your missionary! Even “overnight”  
deliveries have been known to take five days to the mission 
field! Air mail can take two weeks or longer. If your gift 
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was mailed on May 12th, remitted around the 20th, the 
voucher may not even reach him until June 12. Supposing 
he writes a thank you letter that very day, it could still be 
the first week of July before you receive a note of apprecia-
tion. At Christmas time the cut off date is earlier in Decem-
ber so your missionary has no knowledge of year end gifts 
until early February.  

A letter or email to your missionary letting him know 
that you are praying and that a gift is on the way is a great 
personal touch. And having your e-mail address speeds up 
the thank you reply as well as saving the missionary the 
postage.   

Who covers the cost of missionar ies’  health, fur lough 
and other  extra expenses? 

Social Security, health insurance, furlough travel costs, 
children’s education, ministry needs, taxes and retirement 
are not provided by any agency for assembly commended 
missionaries unless their home assembly takes it on. The 
missionaries themselves budget for these expenses. When 
you are praying about how much to give a missionary, you 
may want to take these other expenses into account. Also 
remember assembly missionaries have no mission board 
with funds for “mission”  work (i.e. ministry) either. It all 
comes out of their personal funds.  

Missionaries go before the Lord with their needs and 
look for Him to respond abundantly as His people back 
home listen to His prompting. 
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Agencies that will forward donations and issue tax 
deductible receipts: 

CMML, P.O. Box 13, Spring Lake, NJ 07762-0013. 
(www.cmmlusa.org). Make U.S. dollar check payable to 
“CMML” or “Christian Missions in Many Lands”  and 
specify who it is for: the missionary’s name and country.  

MSC Canada (Missionary Service Committee) 509-3950 
14th Avenue,  Markham, ON L3R 0A9. (www.msc.on.ca). 
Make Canadian dollar check payable to “MSC Canada”  
and specify who it is for: the missionary’s name and 
country. 

CMS (Christian Missionary Service) California Bay Area, 
c/o Fairhaven Bible Chapel, 401 MacArthur Boulevard, 
San Leandro, CA 94577. (Make U.S. dollar checks payable 
to “CMS” or “Christian Missionary Service”  and specify 
who it is for: the missionary’s name and country.) 
 
Missionary service organizations from other countries can 
be found at the back of your current CMML Missionary 
Prayer Handbook. 
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ot on your average conservative evangelical reading 
list, these books will give the reader an understand-

ing of cross-cultural living, when things are not black and 
white, go against your mother’s rules and life gets 
daunting. The first three books can probably be found in 
the public library, look for the other two in your local 
Christian bookstore or on www.christianbooks.com. 
Encourage some in your small group to read them and 
describe what broke down their previous conceptions of 
other cultures. 

1. At the Drop of a Veil, by Marianne Alireza (Buccaneer 
Books) – East meets West? An American woman marries a 
Saudi Arabian man in the 1930s and adjusts to his family, 
country, language and culture with comical and heart-
rending results. 

2. On Wings of Eagles by Ken Follett (Signet) – A group 
of American businessmen are caught in the legal machina-
tions of a country in the midst of revolution. 

3. Mexico by James Michener (Random House) – Born in 
Mexico to American parents, a man attempts to identify 
which country he belongs to by reviewing his family 

' �
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history, juxtaposed with a present day bullfight. (Some 
mature content.) 

4. Near the Far Bamboo by Martin St. Kilda (Christian 
Publishers) – With insight and humor, a short term tent-
making missionary analyzes the implications of taking the 
gospel to a hostile culture. 

5. Goforth of China by Rosalind Goforth (Dimension 
Books) – At the turn of the last century, Jonathan and 
Rosalind Goforth left Canada for China experiencing 
rejection, persecution, hardship, the deaths of five children, 
the Boxer Revolution and fantastic revival. 
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(A note to Elders)  

by Jim Fleming 
 

ob and Katy were a vibrant young couple. Since 
their marriage two years before, they had been active 

in their local assembly. But they weren’ t run-of-the-mill 
Christians. They wanted to serve God overseas, an interest 
sparked in each of them during college. While opportuni-
ties in their professions grew, so did their interest in the 
tremendous spiritual needs among the Japanese.  

Bob read Sensei, the biography of Irene Webster Smith, 
missionary to Japan. Katy surfed the Internet for related 
subjects. At missionary conferences they realized God was 
moving them to relocate to Japan as missionaries. This was 
all a little scary.  

Their first step was to talk to the elders in their 
assembly. The elders were cordial, interested, and 
congratulatory on their interest. However, Bob and Katy’s 
specific questions evoked only feet shuffling and side 
glances between the elders. The solitary direction the elders 
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gave was “pray for guidance.”  Bob and Katy left looking at 
each other blankly. 

Their disillusionment dissipated when they attended the 
Urbana Missions Conference. The thousands of others 
interested in missions and the challenges about needy areas 
thrilled them. In the exhibition hall Bob and Katy spoke 
with dozens of missions representatives at their stands. A 
number focused on Japan. Each one had pictures, videos, 
and people ready to talk. Their full color pamphlets set out 
organized 5 or 7-step processes needed to get from Urbana, 
Illinois to Japan.  

Now it was not a matter of whether this dream would 
ever be realized, but of which organization was the best 
‘ fit’  for them. Two years later Bob and Katy began serving 
the Lord in Osaka under a good organization reaching out 
to business people, but not planting New Testament 
assemblies—another stellar couple lost from the assembly 
movement.  

Those well meaning elders back home just did not 
know what to do when Bob and Katy came asking for 
direction towards fulltime missionary work. They did not 
want to rush into any unwise decisions. However 
commendable that is, they did not take on the task of 
investigating what could and should be done, and they did 
not get involved in the process. 

What should they have done? What can you do to avoid 
this situation? 

Study the book of Acts to establish convictions about the 
New Testament principles of missions as the early mission-
aries practiced them under direct control of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Holy Spirit’s instructions on how to reach the world 
are clearly recorded by Luke in Acts 13-28. Luke was a 
member of that first missionary team himself so he experi-
enced what he wrote about. Through this study you will: 

·  Understand New Testament commendation 

·  See the relationship between the sending assembly and 
missionary 

·  Define your mutual responsibilities 

Read missionary mater ials: 

·  Missions is published by Christian Missions in Many 
Lands in the USA (CMML) 

·  Echoes Magazine from the UK 

·  Tidings from Australia 

·  Treasury from New Zealand  

See address for these in chapter 18, “Recommended 
Resources.”  Each magazine provides articles relevant to 
missions, world news, reports and excerpts from mission-
aries’  letters. It is thrilling to read what the Lord is doing 
through our missionaries and learn how they ‘do’  missions 
in different countries and cultures.  

Good books about missions–write for their catalogues 
from the resource list in the appendix. Missionary biogra-
phies sound boring, until you read one! Here are some good 
ones:  

·  Through Gates of Splendor, about the Auca expedition 
in Ecuador. 

·  Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret telling of the begin-
nings of the China Inland Mission. 
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·  Angola Beloved, the autobiographical story of T. Ernest 
Wilson in Angola. 

·  Mountain Rain the captivating story of pioneer mission-
ary to China, James Fraser. 

·  Evidence Not Seen in which Darlene Diebler Rose tells 
her own story of going to be a missionary to New 
Guinea and being held captive in a Japanese camp for 4 
years during World War II. 

Include assembly missionar ies in your  schedule. Work 
flexibility into the plans to expose your assembly to 
commended New Testament missionaries. 

·  Pray often that the Lord of the Harvest would thrust 
forth workers into the field from your local assembly. 

·  Focus on your  assembly’s commended workers. One 
commending assembly has 11x14 color pictures of their 
commended families in the entrance with prayer cards 
and a few copies of recent prayer letters to take. 

·  Teach letter  wr iting skills. Your missionaries need to 
write frequent, honest and captivating letters. These 
serve not only to keep in touch and communicate items 
for prayer, but also serve as “promotional tools”  to help 
raise up the next generation of assembly missionaries. 

·  Read the letters–at prayer meeting, during a Sunday 
morning “missionary minute,”  in Sunday school classes, 
and at small groups to involve and motivate your 
congregation.  

·  Visit your  missionar ies. As an example, Sharon and I 
recently had our first official visit from commending 
elders. It was exciting to show them our lives and min-
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istries, to know that they went home with a better under-
standing of what we do, to know they will be praying 
more specifically and that they would take a first hand 
explanation of our work back to the local body. 

The Holy Spirit uses information to direct others to join 
assembly missionaries. It is the elders job to know how to 
guide missionary candidates and it should be their desire to 
promote New Testament principles at home and on the 
field. 
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n order to have assembly missionary information at 
your fingertips we recommend you own and promote 

these resources. 

Missionary Prayer  Handbook 
Published yearly by Christian Missions In Many Lands 

(CMML) listing over 700 assembly missionaries com-
mended from Canada and the United States in more than 70 
countries. Maps, addresses, emails, MK’s birthdays and 
school locations all help you get to know and maintain 
contact with assembly commended missionaries. 

Missions Magazine  
Published 11 times a year, this magazine includes 

reports and letters from missionaries as well as updated 
address listings, birth and death announcements, conference 
announcements and CMML and MSC Canada’s (Mission-
ary Service Committee of Canada) cut off dates for gifts to 
make the current voucher. Affordable subscriptions are 
available by writing to: CMML, P.O. Box 13, Spring Lake, 
NJ 07762-0013. 

That the Wor ld May Know, by F. A. Tatford  
Published by Echoes of Service, summary of assembly 

missions around the world was current up to the time of 
publishing in 1982-87. Unfortunately it is out of print, but 
your assembly may have ordered one when it came out, or 
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someone in the assembly may be willing to donate their set 
to the assembly library. 

Assembly Missionary Biographies 

(Available from CMML and other sources) 

Echoes of Service, Turning the World Upside Down: a 
Century of Missionary Endeavour, 2nd ed. (Bath, 1973).  

[Fleming, Peter] Fleming, Kenneth C., Peter Fleming, A 
Man of Faith. Spring Lake: Christian Missions in Many 
Lands, 1995. 

Fountain, Jenny, To Teach Others Also: The Bible Schools 
of the Christian Brethren Churches in Papua New Guinea 
(Palmerston North, 1999)  

[Allison, Robert Crawford] Allison, Robert & Fleming, 
Lois, Leaves from the African Jungle: The Life Story of 
Robert Crawford Allison (Kilmarnock, 1999)  

Fisher, M. Kitty, Lampposts to Searchlights, ‘ the Brighter 
Side of Missionary Life’ : Memories of M.K. Fisher 
(Ikelenge, 1994)  

Howell, Douglas T.L. & Marjorie, An Unknown Road: A 
Record of the Faithfulness of God (Kilmarnock, 2001). 

[Muller, Geroge] Pierson, A.T., George Muller of Bristol, 
Bromley, Send the Light Trust, 1972. 

 Patterson, George Neilson, Patterson of Tibet: Death 
Throes of a Nation (San Diego, CA, 1998)  

Other  CMML pamphlets  

Biblical Financial Principles, by H. Mackay 

Getting to Grips with Missions, by Ken Fleming 

Global Strategy: The Biblical Plan of Missions, various 
authors 
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General Reading on Missions 

Eerdman, W.B. Eerdman’s Handbook to World Religions, 
Grand Rapids: W.B. Erdman Publishing Co,  

Griffiths, Michael C., Give Up Your Small Ambitions, 
Chicago: Moody Press, 1970. 

Hesselgrave, David J., Communicating Christ Cross-
Culturally, Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1985. 

Marsh, Charles, The Challenge of Islam, London: Ark 
Publishing, 1980. 

Olson, G. Gordon, What in the World is God Doing? Cedar 
Knolls: Global Gospel Publishers, 1994. 

Piper, John, Let the Nations be Glad, Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1993. 

Tucker, Ruth, From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya, Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1983. 

Other  Countr ies’  assembly missions magazines 
Australian Missionary Tidings 
P.O. Box 125 
Eastwood, New South Wales 2122 
AUSTRALIA 

Echoes of Service 
1 Widcombe Crescent 
Bath, Avon 
ENGLAND BA2 6AQ 

Global Connections in Missions 
P.O. Box 744 
Palmserston North 
New
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im and Sharon Fleming grew up on separate continents 
in homes where serving in the missions was a priority. 

Jim was born in South Africa, where he watched his 
parents live out the missionary life in all its aspects. 
Sharon’s parents never lived outside the United States, but 
faithfully supported missionaries with their prayers, letters, 
attendance at missionary conferences, hospitality, Christ-
mas presents and financial gifts. Both Jim and Sharon 
attribute their interest and calling to this influence in their 
homes. 

Two years after they were married, they were com-
mended by their home assemblies to work in Latin Ameri-
can cities, first moving to Lima, Peru where they lived for 8 
years, working in church planting, Bible teaching, 
counseling and pastoring. Their first three children were 
born there. Since 1992 they have been in Bogotá, Colombia 
with Jim primarily involved in founding an evening Bible 
school for the many assemblies there. Their fourth child 
was born in Bogotá. 

Jim has recently assumed the additional ministry of 
Overseas Coordinator for the Emmaus Correspondence 
School with the goal of seeing these courses used to give 
Bible training to even more people around the world.  

Sharon has written three children’s missionary books, 
which are available from Everyday Publications (310 

5�

 

 
54 

Killaly St. W, Port Colborne, ON, CANADA L3K 6A6) 
and a book about family mealtimes, which is available in 
both English and Spanish from DIME Publishers (P.O. Box 
490, Cupertino, CA 95014). 



 

 

 


