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READ THIS FIRST! 

 
erceptions and images abound on the subject of gender-based roles. 

Abuse, privilege, power, oppression, culture, archaisms, sexism, pa-

triarchal, freedom, empowerment, feminism, liberal, accommodation—

these are all emotive words involved in heating up the discussion. The issue of 

gender in the church has long been debated and many books have been written 

on this subject. So why another book? What would possess this author to step 

into the line of fire and potentially take shots from all sides? The answer is that 

the subject will not go away; as long as there are men and women striving to 

understand this wonderful subject, there will be discussion and debate. Scho-

larly and popular works have proliferated, roughly lining up on one of two 

sides: the complementarian viewpoint and the egalitarian viewpoint
1
. Comple-

mentarians are those who see male and female as equal but different, having 

some distinct roles in church, home and life. Egalitarians are those who view 

male and female as equal and their roles largely interchangeable in social, 

spiritual and familial contexts (except for the obvious roles related to physi-

ogeny such as ability to bear children). Much of what has been written remains 

inaccessible to the average Christian because of 1) the technical or voluminous 

nature of some writings, 2) the sectarian or pejorative flavor of some writings, 

or 3) the shallowness of some writings. Few are prepared to do the required 

work to sort through both the rhetoric and the passion presented by both sides.  

P 
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It would be arrogant of this writer, to say the least, to think that I have 

discovered the final or clearest word on the subject. In fact, I do not lay claim 

to high scholarship that will compete in the learned and academic circles with 

what has been written before. Indeed, many great minds have wrestled with 

this subject and with each other over this subject. But having studied and 

preached on this issue over the past 20 years, and having been in church 

leadership, on the front lines of implementing my convictions, I can say clearly 

that the subject is still front and center in the minds of many people who sit in 

the pews Sunday after Sunday. In addition, I believe the position any given 

church takes on this issue will have an impact on that church’s ministry and 

how people view and relate to the opposite sex. How the church deals with this 

issue will also have a direct affect on the health and welfare of the Christian 

family.  

In terms of interactions with the larger church body, we dare not let our-

selves be satisfied with “agreeing to disagree” on this subject, because it cuts to 

the core of who we are as individuals. Sexuality is essential to our nature as 

human beings created by God. Within our churches, we must be clear about 

what we believe and straightforward in how we teach it, for the roles of God’s 

people, whether men or women, really do matter to the Head of the Church, 

Jesus Christ. We dare not glibly follow a favorite teacher or denominational 

perspective without embracing the Berean mindset. Remember, the Bereans 

were commended by Dr. Luke in the book of Acts for,  

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalo-

nians, for they received the message with great eagerness and ex-

amined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 
(Acts 17:11)  

In our sexually confused society, the non-believing world needs to have a 

clear compass from Christians who not only have a cogent, biblical perspective 
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on the sexes, but who can provide a demonstration of the beauty, satisfaction, 

practicality and sexual affirmation of that biblical lifestyle.  

My own sense is that there is need for a defense of a conservative viewpoint 

on the subject of the sexes, which also recognizes and corrects the faults of 

what I would call a wooden conservatism. Too often unbiblical extremes have 

been codified beyond scriptural warrant. Likewise, the role of men and the 

concept of authority has been distorted to the point of causing unnecessary 

tension and burden on women. I believe a proper biblical understanding of the 

sexes leads us to celebrate the differences—not to be embarrassed by or fearful 

of them. As men and women discover God’s wonderful variety and glory in 

their lives and ministry together, the Lord will indeed be glorified, for we grow 

in our understanding of His magnificent creation.  

I submit this book for the glory of God and for the encouragement of men 

and women to enjoy the differences and the balance of their roles in ministry. 

 

N.S. Each chapter has extensive endnotes to give extra detail, for those who 

care for more detail. However, these are not necessary for the flow of the text.   

 

 

                                                
1 While we recognize that labels can oversimplify a discussion, these descriptive terms 
are generally accepted as helpful in referring to the two main views of this subject.  



 

 

 

 

WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL? 

Chapter One 

he subject of masculinity and femininity is one of the most fascinat-

ing teachings in Scripture. God’s diversity in creation is nowhere 

seen more poignantly than in this wonderful area, touching the very 

core of our being. Male and female sharing humanity—yet every cell of our 

bodies unmistakably proclaims either maleness or femaleness.
1
 The Scripture 

declares God’s delight when after He
2
 created man and woman on the 6th day, 

He “…saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Gen 1:31 emphasis 

mine). 

The mystery of sexuality is for us to enjoy, with all its attractions, intrigues 

and delights. Many have found through God’s grace the rich, relational 

“dance” that takes place when men and women embrace their differences and 

see their divergences as complementary, healthy and enjoyable! 

Yet there is another sense of mystery concerning the sexes: few issues have 

spawned the plethora of books, debates, laws, policies and feelings (negative 

and positive) as the issue of the relationship of the sexes? Forces pull in differ-

ent directions—feminism, homosexuality, bi-sexuality, “political correctness,” 

widespread acceptance of pre-marital sex—and shout from every direction. 

What God has designed as very good has become a source of intense conflict 

today.  

T 
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If ever there was a time to let the Creator and Author of our very existence 

speak, it is now. His Word addresses the nature and the relationship of the 

sexes! And who better than Christians to study carefully what God has to say 

about this subject and then to share this with (and demonstrate it to) the world. 

If lived out well, this truth will provide both men and women the personal 

satisfaction and sense of fulfillment in the masculinity or femininity for which 

they were respectively created. God’s design for the sexes, if followed in the 

spirit which God intends, leads toward healthier marriages and families which, 

in turn, helps provide children with a real sense of who they are as God’s 

ultimate creation.
3
 Further, God’s design will lead to healthier churches.  

Yet, human civilization has failed in this essential aspect of life—the rela-

tionship between the sexes. World history is stained with conflict, wars, hard-

ships and evils of every kind, including the conflict of the sexes. Women have 

often been suppressed, oppressed and abused by men in a power struggle 

through the ages.
4
 Analyzing the reasons for this would consume volumes. 

Physical size may have something to do with it, although that cannot be the 

only reason—unless one is a strict evolutionist or materialist. The power of 

men over women and the associated exploitations must find their source in 

something other than just anatomy. Women have often been denied rights and 

have been considered “lesser” beings than men. Even in the “noblest” of times 

gone by, women were to be protected and cared for, but not given “fully equal” 

status.  

Even in our present day, the cacophony of voices cry out that gender dis-

crimination is not just a thing of the past, but an on-going reality. Feminism 

has failed to provide the promised equality. Instead, premarital sex, extra-

marital pregnancy and abortion have become more prevalent along with their 

psychological difficulties. This is hardly a success for feminism, despite the 


